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Exploring emerging non-standard 
functional geographies 
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▪ Standard geographies: Functional Urban Areas and Labour Market Areas

▪ Focus on governance mechanisms

▪ National governance frameworks

▪ Concrete governance instances

▪ Mapping preconditions

▪ Exposure to emerging trends

▪ Spatial logics of governance initiatives

▪ Elaborating proposals for decision-making support tools,
and monitoring of functional area approaches
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Emerging geographies
and territorial governance
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World 
Economic Forum
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Conceptualising
emerging geographies
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Spaces of participation and dialogue

Spaces

of strategic action
Spaces

of functional interaction
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Soft
Territorial
Governance  
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Industrial transition
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▪ Industrial transition and reindustrialisation agendas are on 
back on the agenda – supporting the achievement of the 
EUs climate goals through brown to green industrial 
transitions

▪ Green path developments include decarbonisation of 
(energy-intensive) industries, (re)organisation towards a 
circular economy as well as sustainable regeneration and 
redevelopment of brownfield sites. 

▪ Main activities include greening existing industries and 
shifting share of brown to green industries

Source: WGECO
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Energy transitions
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▪ Infrastructure faces pressures due to ageing stock 
of heating and cooling systems 
as well as due to decentralised energy production 
systems

▪ Central to reaching targets are the development 
of energy saving strategies 

▪ Insights needed on how local and regional 
stakeholders incorporate notions of space 
and other territorial characteristics 
into their planning 
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Water supply
in metropolitan regions

NoStaGeo – Mons Seminar12 7/10/2024

▪ How do key drivers influence functional geographies of:

▪ Hydrographic systems (e.g. considering climate change, need to access unpolluted water) 

▪ Water supply (e.g. considering water scarcity, pollution, obsolete infrastructures, water 
losses and leakage)

▪ Water consumption 
(e.g. considering population growth, urban sprawl, changing consumption behaviour) 

▪ What governance solutions/good practices emerge to optimise resilience of water 
supply in metropolitan regions, 

▪ considering these multiple geographies, 
and stakeholder arrangements associated to each of them,

▪ considering ongoing and foreseen changes. 
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Ecological
connectivity
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Relevant across multiple scales, from intra-patch dynamics (e.g. for species foraging) 
to landscape and large biogeographical regions (e.g. transboundary mountain 
regions or wetlands)

▪ Challenges to maintaining and enhancing ecological connectivity vary:
Fragmentation results from policies, 

▪ Ecological connectivity can be supported implicitly or explicitly,

▪ Complex relationship between protected areas
and ‘other effective area-based conservation measures’ (OECMs),

▪ Key question: what territorial governance mechanisms (and at what scales) will 
increase the effectiveness and value of connected ecological networks? 
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